
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1200 • Washington, DC 20024 • 800.822.7323 • www.bread.org

As you consider candidates in the 2020 election, we 
urge you to consider the importance of promoting racial 
equity to end hunger in the United States.

People of color are more likely to experience hunger due 
to structural racism. Participate in our Racial Wealth Gap 
Learning Simulation to understand how structural racism 
has created racial disparities in hunger and poverty. 

Fortunately, there are ways to address structural racism. 
Applying a racial equity lens, a concept and practice that 
focuses on achieving equality for people of color, centers 
the needs of people of color in program implementation, 
with the intention of eliminating racial inequities. 

Hunger and poverty are key issues in the Democratic 
primary and all of the candidates are talking about how 
racial inequity impacts the state of the country. Bread 
for the World analyzed their proposed policies and offers 
the ranking below to help you understand how their 
campaign speeches are reflected in their proposed policies 
in the areas of hunger, including criminal justice, 
immigration, and jobs. 

Bread for the World looks forward to updating this 
analysis in the general election with policies from the 
incumbent Republican Presidential Candidate, President 
Trump, and the Democratic Presidential Candidate. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
STRUCTURAL RACISM,  
RACIAL EQUITY, AND HUNGER!

To learn how 
structural racism 
has created the 
racial hunger 
divide, we 
encourage you to 
participate in our 
Racial Wealth 
Gap Learning 
Simulation. 

To learn more 
about applying a 
racial equity lens 
to policies and 
programs that 
can end hunger, 
go to bread.org/
racialequity. 

For more 
analysis on how the 
presidential candidates promote 
racial equity, go to votingrecord.us.
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Policy Packet
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Printing Kit
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Biblical  Study Guide
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Facilitator’s  Guide

SNAP, WIC and Child Nutrition

Applying Racial Equity to U.S. Federal 

Nutrition Assistance Programs:

A BREAD FOR THE WORLD INSTITUTE SPECIAL REPORT

Continued on next page

How do the 2020 Top Democratic Presidential Candidates  
Promote Racial Equity to End Hunger?
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Racial Equity Rating*

How Well Do Democratic Presidential Primary Candidates Apply a  
Racial Equity Lens to Policies that Address Hunger?

Note: Most of the proposed plans are broad-based and could strengthen racial equity by (1) applying this lens to each aspect  
of each policy proposal and (2) basing recommendations on analysis of how to address the deep origins of racial discrimination.
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Racial Equity Rating Tool

For more analysis on how the presidential candidates 
promote racial equity, go to votingrecord.us.
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Entire policy 
prioritizes racial 
equity and puts 

the needs of 
communities 

of color at 
the center. 

Policy accounts 
for historical 

trauma.

Policy explains 
how the 

implementation 
phase will be 

racial equitable. 

Proposes 
effective ways 
to reduce or 

eliminate racial 
disparities 
in hunger. 

*This analysis was based on Bread’s work to promote racial equity in anti-hunger policies. To learn how to apply a racial equity lens, please see Bread’s  
Racial Equity Methodology Tool, which outlines a step-by-step process to assess whether a policy or program promotes racial equity. To see how Bread  
applied this methodology to the national nutrition programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Child Nutrition Programs, 
read our Racial Equity and Nutrition Report. 

At least half of 
the policy targets 
communities of 
color in a racially 

equitable way. 

The policy 
recommendations 

are based on 
historical trauma  
experienced by 

communities 
of color.

Has the potential 
to reduce racial 

disparities 
in hunger. 

Broad-based plan 
with elements 
of racial equity. 

It t promote 
racial equity in 
some aspects 

Recommendations 
are not based 

on the historical 
trauma 

experienced by 
communities 

of color. 

Policy does not 
explain how it will 
be implemented 

in a racially 
equitable way. 

Maintains current 
racial disparities. 

Broad-based 
policy. 

Policy might 
mention the 

need for targeted 
support without 
concrete actions 
to do so and/or 

does not provide 
the necessary 
resources to 

address racial 
disparities.

Maintains current 
racial disparities 

in hunger. 

Broad-based 
policy. 

This means 
a policy is 

not targeted 
to reach the 

most impacted 
communities.

May not increase 
racial disparities 

but has the 
potential to do so. 

Usually maintains 
current racial 

disparities 
in hunger. 

Not racially 
equitable. 

Has the 
potential for 

widening 
racial 

disparities 
in hunger. 
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